
lmost 2,000 years ago, the invading armies of
Ancient Rome landed on the south-east coast of

Britain and started to make their way north. They
intended to conquer Ancient Britain and make it part

of the Roman Empire. Before long, they came to a
wide, deep river that stretched from the east coast far

inland to the west. They couldn't wade across it and
they couldnt go around it. They had to build a bridge.

They followed the river inland until they found

a spot where the ground was firm on both sides and

the river a little narrower. F{ere they stopped and built
first a bridse and then a settlement.

They called the settlement Londinium -

todav. it is known as LONDON.

London Bridqe
London Bridge has been near the

same site since Roman tines' lhe

oresent bridqe (belov{) was built rn,

ig75. Untill750' central London nao

ontv on. Utiaqt' iodaY' there are lE

roid bridges, two toot bridqei ano

nine railway bridqes ovel the Ihames

between Tower Bridqe and

Richmond Bridqe'

the Thames anywhere near london was Kinqston Bridqe.
The first Kingston Bridge was built of wood in 1219.
* The second bridge to be built in <entral london wat
Westminster Bridqe. (ompleted in 1750, it was rebuilt in
1862. lt is painted the same colour green a, the ben(he5
in the Houte of (ommons.

v Building Bridges
* Ior hundreds of years the only other bridge to cross

* lambeth Bridge (firjt built in 1962), to the routh of
Westminstei ir painted the same <olour red as the
benches in the House of Lords.
* The prettiest bridqe in london is
Albert Bridge. ()pened in lg7J, it
looks as if it is made of icing sugar.
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